
 

 

 

 

First Birthday celebrations 

Over 80 women (and a few brave men) came together in July to celebrate FIREFOXES first 

birthday. It was a fantastic night with an awesome band. Judith emailed us to say “It was such fun, 

great camaraderie, and dancing. And so much laughter. I had almost forgotten how! Thank you”. 

 

August event 

Twenty Firefoxes are off to see Menopause the Musical.  This hilarious, entertaining and inspiring 

show encourages a healthy dialogue about issues of aging and women‟s health. The all-female 

cast makes fun of their woeful hot flashes, forgetfulness, mood swings, wrinkles, night sweats and 

chocolate binges. There‟s bound to be something in it for all of us! 

 

Kinglake Cook off September 12 

In July, Firefoxes sent an email to our network asking for support for 

a local woman who was still living in a bus after losing her home. 

Her young son had been diagnosed with cancer and she was trying 

to juggle that with the needs of her other two children. We put it out 

to the FIREFOXES network and had an amazing response for 

assistance with home cooked meals. 

We realised there were still lots of other people in a similar situation 

– living in sheds and caravans, wishing they had more time with 

family and less time chained to a stove! We decided that there was 

something we could do about it!  

Our September event has been dubbed the „Kinglake Cook-off‟! It 

will run from 1-4pm on Sunday the 12th. Due to the anticipated large 

number of participants, we are calling for 6 „team leaders‟ who are 

prepared to lead a small group in cooking a particular recipe. Email 

us if you can help!  



 

Behind the scenes 

After nearly twelve months of work, Firefoxes has 

gained Incorporation. This involved a lengthy 

process developing a constitution, deciding on a 

board structure and completing lots of paperwork. 

It should open the door to further funding and 

enable Firefoxes to be around for the long term! 

We thank Barb Huggins for her dedication and 

guidance throughout the process. 

We have spent the last year working with Di Percy, a corporate consultant to develop a strategic plan for 

Firefoxes. This involves two hours each month, discussing Firefoxes‟ future, programs, funding, structure 

and partnerships. We thank Di for her enormously generous donation of time, support and guidance. You 

can find out more about Di and her business successes at www.vogelpercy.com.au 

 

Pride of Australia Medal Nomination 

Every year readers of the Herald Sun are asked to nominate their unsung heroes. 

Thousands of inspirational nominations flow in from people who want to have the good 

works, brave acts or personal courage of others recognised and acknowledged.  

Firefoxes was nominated for the Pride of Australia Medal in the Community Spirit 

Section. We‟ve been short listed and have reached the semi-finals! An article appeared 

in the Sunday Herald Sun late in June. We are ecstatic to have the work of Firefoxes 

publicly recognised. Fingers crossed for a win!  

 

Kerferd Oration 

Late July, following a stint in hospital, Christine Nixon approached Firefoxes to fill in for her at the Kerferd 

Oration in Beechworth. This event brings an eminent speaker to the region to discuss emerging issues in 

social justice. Past speakers include John Thwaites MP, Professor Tim Flannery and Rev. Tim Costello. 

What an honour to be considered for such a prestigious public 

speaking engagement! Over two hundred people listened to Jemima 

speak about the hidden talents of communities and share stories 

about hers and others‟ experiences since Black Saturday. Many 

were reduced to tears. Jemima told the audience that the power of 

women working together was in their quiet determination to get 

results. “It tends to be that women can just get on with the job, 

check their ego at the door, go about it quietly and just achieve. We 

don‟t think about it too much, we just do it. Doing is what makes a 

difference.”  

Following her inspirational speech, Jemima was invited by The Deputy Vice Chancellor of La Trobe 
University, Prof John Rosenberg present at the University. 

We are so proud of Jemima and thrilled to be able to share the work of Firefoxes with other communities.   



         Grants  

Firefoxes was recently awarded a Lord 

Mayors Charitable Foundation grant to 

support our September event – The 

Kinglake Cook-off. The foundation is 

one of Melbourne‟s longest serving 

philanthropic organisations. Each year 

it receives over 500 requests for 

funding to improve the health and 

welfare of communities. Read more 

about the cook-off in the earlier 

section.  
Firefoxes also obtained a grant to purchase a video camera. This will be used to capture footage 

at our events which can then be on record for use in our documentary and in presentations. 

We have submitted an application to the Office for Women‟s Policy to run a „Women Leading 

Change” forum early next year. This involves the coming together of 30 women from across fire 

affected regions who have found themselves leading community recovery. The forum presents 

opportunities for skill development, leadership training, networking and rejuvenation. 

 

Sharing our knowledge 

Jemima recently presented to the Early Vehicle Touring Club. The group wanted to hear about recovery in 

our community and how Firefoxes was progressing. They kindly donated $123 from a raffle run on the day. 

Kate spent an evening with Caritas recently sharing the Firefoxes story. The presentation entitled 

„You can make change happen‟ covered disaster response, community development and 

changing attitudes.  

Recently, Jemima was on ABC Radio‟s morning program sharing with listeners the great work 

Firefoxes is doing in fire affected communities. She spoke passionately about Firefoxes‟ activities, 

events, workshops and other achievements over the past year.  Great work Jemima! 

We are also working with the Westpac Women‟s Network, Office for Women‟s Policy, Victorian 

Women‟s Trust, Zonta, Rotary, CWA and other organisations to share the Firefoxes story.   



Documentary 

Firefoxes has had a long standing friendship with The Victorian Women‟s Trust. In fact they 

financially supported our first six months of gatherings. They have now generously backed our 

proposal for a short documentary- a cross between the „7-up series‟ and „Grumpy old Women‟! 

The documentary follows the extraordinary story of Firefoxes Australia through the voices of the 

women who make up the organisation. It is a story of passion, vision, resilience, grassroots 

leadership and women‟s recovery following the worst natural disaster in Australian history. 

The story will be told by the women who make up Firefoxes – the founders, program participants, 

supporters and mentors. Other individuals who have experienced disaster in their lives and 

agencies that have assisted in recovery will also have input. 

Interested in telling your story? We‟d love to hear from you! We are also keen to have the DVD 

covers designed by you. Get your creative juices flowing and design something that you think 

represents the FIREFOXES journey! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking Heads 

Hosted by Peter Thompson, Talking Heads is a favourite amongst ABC viewers. The show attempts to 

draw out guest‟s own perspective on their journey, aspirations and life choices. We were recently invited by 

the Producer to share the Firefoxes story. This is the first time the show has chosen to interview a group of 

people, rather than an individual. We thank those involved in shooting footage in the first week of August. 

What a great opportunity to share the amazing stories of our women! We will let you know when we are 

going to air. It will be later this year. Be sure to tune in! 

 


