
  
                    

 

 

 

Family Day 

Even we were surprised by the popularity of the recent Family Day at 
Funfields! Close to 200 Mums, Dads, Grandparents and friends joined the 
FIREFOXES team to slide, swim, ride and laugh their way through the 
Anzac Long weekend. Sue emailed us to say “Thanks for such a fantastic 
day... we enjoyed ourselves as much as the kids”! Hayley added “It was 
fantastic to be there with so many friends and acquaintances from the 
community. The BBQ, ice-creams and organisation made it stress free so 
families could just arrive and enjoy the experience”. 
 

“The kids had a fabulous day doing all the activities over and over again! It 
was lovely to be able to relax as a family and catch up with friends I hadn‟t 
seen for a while. It was „downtime‟ that we all really needed. An unexpected 
and very generous activity that was gratefully received” (Michelle).  
 

Jesse told us how the day helped her put the struggles associated with 
rebuilding her home and family aside for a while and have some „free 
spirited fun and time out‟.  Jesse wrote “Riding the Pirate Ship was gravity 
defying and scary enough to shake us up, to yell, to scream, to look in each 
other‟s eyes as a family, united in our safe "terror". These activities helped 
us to forget our woes, and move on together as a family....really this is all it 
took to turn my family around from frustration to unification... Thank you 
Firefoxes and all the funding bodies that provided this opportunity”. 
 

In response to lots of requests for more family activities, the FIREFOXES team is flat out applying for future 
funding!  We thank our friends in Epping, NSW, the wonderful women in Zonta, Kinglake and Whittlesea 
CRC‟s and Rotary Warrandyte for making the day possible. 
 

 
Bootcamp 

 
Bootcamp 1 is winding up and number 2 is ready to begin. Over 50 women (most 
new to FIREFOXES) have committed to a healthier mind and body in this fun-
filled endeavour. The kilograms are dropping off, tummies toning up and energy 
levels rising! Tanya said “It is so nice to leave the house, work and study to do 
something just for me”! We are also hearing lots about the positive impact 
Bootcamp is having on relationships (apparently when you feel better about 
yourself and have more energy you libido improves...who would have thought?!). 

 

 
 
Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal launch 
 
Jemima (one of the FIREFOXES founders) was recently asked by 
the Salvation Army to help launch the Red Shield Appeal in Sydney. 
It was a great opportunity to give something back to an organisation 
that has supported so many in our community. Jemima spoke about 
the important work the Salvos have done and encouraged the 
corporate world to continue donating money and resources to assist 
in our ongoing rebuilding and recovery. She is a wonderful 
ambassador for FIREFOXES - we are so proud of her! 

 
  



 

 

Funding 

FIREFOXES relies on grants and donations to continue working with women and families in fire 
effected communities. We are grateful for the generosity of: Zonta; the Epping (NSW) 
Community, Rotary Warrandyte, Kinglake CRC, Whittlesea CRC, Women‟s Health Goulburn 
North East and many other individuals (you know who you are!). If you have a small business or 
know of anyone keen to support a great group of women, please feel free to talk to us. 

 
Partnerships 
FIREFOXES has assisted other agencies to 
improve services and resources for our 
community, including:  

*Red Cross with advice on post-disaster 
resources for parents  
*Women‟s Health Goulburn NE researching post-
disaster violence against women 
*Kinglake and Whittlesea Case workers on „what 
women want‟. 

If you have any insights or would like to contribute to these discussions, please email FIREFOXES. 
 
 
Incorporation and strategic plan 
 

FIREFOXES is completing the final stages of incorporation. We thank friend of FIREFOXES, 
Barbara Huggins, for her work on this project. Once incorporated, we can better access grants, 
philanthropic trusts and private donations.  
FIREFOXES has been working with Di Percy for the past 6 months on the FIREFOXES strategic 
plan. This includes articulating aims and objectives, long term programs, budgets, resources 
required, etc. This is a time consuming, but necessary (and exciting) aspect of FIREFOXES. We 
thank Di for her guidance, insight and generosity! 

 
2010 Get togethers 

FIREFOXES received feedback from members indicating that 
Sundays weren‟t necessarily the best night for all. So... we are 
offering a Friday night option and other social events on alternate 
evenings. Join us on Friday the 14th of May at 7pm at the 
Kinglake Pub. Its sure to be a great night with lots of new faces 
and of course the regulars! 

 
 
 

Website, Facebook page and new Email address 

All emails will now be from firefoxesaustralia@gmail.com only. Please add our new 
email to your contacts to avoid missing out on emails from us and/or having them sit 
in your junk email folder. Remember to check out www.firefoxes.org.au and the 
“FIREFOXES Australia- Women Rising Together From Black Saturday” Facebook 
page. They are updated regularly and we value your feedback and contributions!  
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